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Business
We have included some details 

of just some of the activities 
that have been happening in 

college over the last few weeks. 

Recently students studying Business, 
Accounting and Economics went on 
a trip to New York to have a tour at 
Macy’s, the United Nations and Wall 
Street, seeing the infrastructure of the 
city first hand. 

The students received a guided tour of 
Queens and Manhattan with the guide 
placing a business orientated focus on 
the sights everyone saw. Immediately 
after arrival at the hotel, the students 
took advantage of the awesome location 
and checked out the area, getting food 
and becoming comfortable with their 
immediate surroundings. 

Day 2 involved going to the United 
Nations for a tour of the site and 
explanation to what activities take place 
there. The students seemed extremely 
engaged asking some excellent questions 
sparking discussion and engagement 
for everyone in the tour. This was then 
followed by a walk through Central Park 
as a group and introduction to this area 
of the city. Students commented on the 

UN experience drawing on their business 
knowledge and applying it to real world 
challenges with they found interesting and 
practical.  

Day 3 started with a lively and exciting 
tour of Macy’s - the largest department 
store in the world, with a business 
orientated focus with the group being 
taken to different areas of the store 
and relevant marketing purpose being 
explained. This was ended with everyone 
receiving a discount card that could be 
used for the duration of the trip. Later 
in the afternoon, the group boarded 
a landmark guided cruise where the 
travelled on The Hudson River seeing the 
Manhattan Bridge, Statue of Liberty and 
beautiful skyline of the four districts that 
make up New York. 

Finally, the students checked out Wall 
Street and Ground Zero on their final day 
having the opportunity to see the Stock 
Market and memorial fountain in the area. 
Some students visited the museum and 
checked out Wall Street some more. 

Trip to New York



For the last 3 years tutors have run a Manchester University 
Investment Challenge with Year 12 Economics, Business and 
Accounting students every June. The students were given £500,000 in 
virtual money and have 2 hours to work in pairs making trading decisions by 
reacting to news stories. We have taken 12 students to Manchester University 
Business School to compete against other schools and colleges in the North 
West. Runshaw have won it every year for the last 3 years. 

Manchester University

Investment Challenge



Maths
Liverpool Maths Pop Quiz

The sixth form maths pop-maths quiz is an annual 
competition hosted by Liverpool John-Moores university. 
Teams of mathematicians from sixth-forms and colleges 
from across the north-west come together each March on a 
Saturday morning to compete in 2 rounds of maths puzzles, 
problems and conundrums. 

This year over 30 teams competed with Runshaw entering 3 teams, 
all of which placed in the top 5.

2nd Place: 
Runshaw team 2: Harry Best, Harry Clipston and Luci Mullen.

Joint 4th place: 
Runshaw team 1: Connor Kitchen, Tom Bithell and Ilona Holostova. 
Runshaw team 3: Isaac Parker, Jake Knowles and Charlotte Cleary.



In June this year, students of French and 
English visited Paris. For students of French 
there were  plenty of opportunities to speak 
French, and to find out about French culture by 
visiting famous landmarks such as the Champs 
Elysées, the Arc de Triomphe and of course the 
Eiffel Tower, as well as trying the local cuisine.

The English Combined A Level students spent four 
days exploring the city and visiting some of the 
places mentioned in the AQA Paris anthology, which 
is one of their set texts. As well as trips to more 
conventional tourists sites such as the Louvre, the 
Eiffel Tower and Sephora on the Champs Elysées, they wandered around 
the Latin Quarter, Le Jardin du Luxembourg and the cobbled streets of 
Montmartre, browsed the shelves of Shakespeare and Co bookshop, hunted 
for celebrity graves in Pere Lachaise cemetery and joined in the open mic 
night at the youth hostel where they were staying.  

Talk from Silke Engelbart

Silke Engelbart from UCLAN 
in Preston visited us in 
College to give the First Year 
German students a talk on 
the Berlin Wall & German 
reunification, followed by 
a ‘Modern Languages at 
University’ talk. There was a 
question and answer session 
after each presentation and 
many participants remarked 
on how valuable the 
information had been.

English & Languages
Trip to Paris



Runshaw Media Studies students 
have produced work that has 
received national recognition. 
Amanda Murphy, Cameron Barber 
and Jess Johnson created practical 
production work that has been used 
by AQA in teacher and moderator 
training during the launch of the 
reformed A Level specification.

The A level students were also been 
given an opportunity to help contribute 
to a revision guide that will be used by 
students across the country as they 
prepare for their exams.

Luke Donlan and Kelly Markey have 
had their production work published in 
the A Level Media textbook where the 
magazine pages they created have been 
used as examples of how to approach 
the subject’s coursework. Luke is shown 
receiving his prize of two textbooks from 
Head of School Martin Gaskell and A 
Level Head of Studies Lucy Turner.

Music Media 
and Performing Arts

Media Textbook Contribution



Media City Workshop

Film Studies students attended a two day workshop at MediaCity 
in June, where they had tutorials in filming, sound and editing 
before producing their own film. They also spent half a day in 
a studio producing a TV programme and half a day producing 
a music radio show. They received tuition and guidance from 
industry professionals as well as getting a behind-the-scenes look 
at a TV studio. 



Humanities
Trip to Greece

At the beginning of March of this 
year, students studying A Level 
Classical Civilisation completed 
a study tour of Greece in order to 
support their knowledge of Greek 
history, literature and religion. 
At each site, professionally 
booked guides helped to bring 
the ancient world to life and the 
tour provided excellent revision 
of key archaeological sites for the 
upcoming exams. 

Almost immediately after landing, 
the group enjoyed a seaside lunch 
overlooking the famous Temple of 
Poseidon at Sounion. In Antiquity, 
sailors on their way back to Athens 
would use this temple to acknowledge 
the fact that they were almost home 
and the spot was a favourite of Lord 
Byron who graffitied his name onto the 
temple during his visit in the nineteenth 
century.  

Other enjoyable visits in Athens included 
the Athenian Acropolis and Agora as 
well as both the National Archaeological 
Museum and New Acropolis Museum. 
From there, the tour continued onto 
Delphi, home of the famous Oracle and 
positioned in a stunning location on 
the side of Mount Parnassus as well 
as Ancient Olympia, where students 
were able to recreate a foot race on the 
ancient running track.  For the final two 
days, the group based themselves at 
the seaside resort of Tolo, an ideal base 
for exploring the Bronze Age settlement 
of Mycenae (famously associated with 
Homer’s Agamemnon), as well as the 
healing sanctuary of Epidaurus. Despite 
being on route to the airport on the 
final day, there was just about time for 
a quick stop off at Ancient Eleusis to 
explore the archaeological remains of the 
mystery cult to the goddesses, Demeter 
and Persephone  -one last chance to 
soak up the Greek sunshine before the 
inevitable rain in Manchester!



Congratulations to the Law School’s 
Bar Mock Trial Competition Team, 
who are Regional Champions again 
this year. 

The competition promotes further 
understanding of justice and the legal 
system and allows aspiring lawyers to 
work closely with a qualified barrister 
(thanks to Jack Troup of 15 Winckley 
Square Gardens chambers for coming 
into college to coach the students in 
advocacy technique.) The students were 
delighted when their hard work paid 
off, and they went on to compete in the 
National Finals in Edinburgh’s Court 

of Session. This competition provides 
invaluable work experience of the life as 
a barrister as the students presented 
two cases over four rounds, in front of 
judges with very high expectations!

Rebecca Lea also walked away with 
the prize of the Best Overall Advocate, 
which was presented by Chairman of 
the Bar, Richard Atkins QC. We are 
immensely proud of Rebecca and all 
the team and we are looking forward to 
competing at the Old Bailey next year!

Law
Bar Mock Trial Competition



Harry Best, one of our year 2 
physics students has made the 
national team for the Astronomy 
and Astrophysics Olympiad. He 
will be representing Britain as 
part of a team of 5 students, in the 
international Olympiad competition 
in Hungary in the summer holidays.

In order to qualify, Harry had to perform 
exceptionally well in a series of challenging 
and demanding physics problem solving 
tests set by the University of Oxford. 
He was then invited to a physics boot 
camp at Oxford University where the final 
selection took place.

Harry says:

“The camp lasted for 5 days and 
consisted of intense training and a few 
tests. We were taught topics such as 
celestial mechanics, general relativity, 
spherical geometry, time, and cosmology 
and spent our evenings either in the 
planetarium (a hemisphere that you can 
sit in that has the stars projected on it) or 
on the roof the physics department using 
the observatory.. The most interesting 
thing that we covered was telling the time 
and the date just by looking at the stars. 

At the end of the camp we had to sit 
three tests which were used to decide 
who was to be on the final team. These 
were an observation test (sitting in the 
planetarium telling the time and naming 
stars and constellations), data analysis 
(pretty much just the data analysis 
aspect of a practical without actually 
doing a practical), and a theory paper 
(testing us on all of the topics that we 
had learnt during the week)”.

We wish Harry and the team the best of 
luck in the International Competition.

Science
Astronomy and Astrophysics Olympiad



Astronomy and Astrophysics Olympiad

Our Science Horizons program has been extended even 
further this year with the introduction of an Electronics 
and Robotics Society. 

Students have enjoyed learning about all the tiny electronics 
components that we all depend on so much whilst building 
all kinds of different circuits. Students in the society enjoyed 
an inspiring and informative trip to the Electronic Engineering 
department at Lancaster University and are now working in 
teams to build and control robots - bringing together skills in 
Physics, Maths, Computer Science  and Engineering, as well as 
gaining great employability skills to boost their CV’s. 

Electronics and Robotics Society



The third annual Psychology Conference 
was held last term in college and was 
opened by the Principal Simon Partington. 
This is a great opportunity for Psychology 
students to learn about current research 
in different fields of Psychology from 
Lancaster University lecturers. 

The topics covered at this year’s conference 
included “Does your smartphone know you 
better than you know yourself?” by Dr Kris 

Geyer, “Why everything we know about 
babies might be wrong!” by Priya Silverstein 
and the Psychology of lying in adolescents 
by Dr Lara Warmelink. First year Psychology 
students found the lectures interesting 
and especially enjoyed learning about 
complex and detailed procedures used by 
researchers to study a variety of human 
behaviours.

Social Science 

Find us online

Psychology Conference


